
NYC High School Admissions

Please note that this presentation is from last year
(2024-25). A new presentation will be available in the

Fall of 2025.



High School Application Timeline

Dates to be announced



Three Pathways to High School

List choices in your true order of preference
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Explore programs and start your application



NYC High School Admissions

Types of Students in
Admissions

Seat Groups, Priorities (Multiples and Diversity

in Admissions), Random Number



Seat Groups

2
0

Students with Disabilities (SWD) General Education Students (GE)

Receive special education instructional
programming for more than 20% of their
academic program

*Determined by most recent, finalized IEP* | ** Not used for SHSAT or LGA admissions

For the High School Application, students are considered for
offers in two seat groups:



Diversity in Admissions

o

o

o

A number of high schools have a Diversity in
Admissions (DIA) initiative for Fall 2025 admissions.

Programs are listed at schools.nyc.gov/DiversityAdmissions

You can find schools with DIA initiatives using the filters in our 
online high school directory (myschools.nyc).

o Some schools give an admissions priority to applicants who are low-
income, English Language Learners (ELLs) or Emerging Multilingual
Learners (EMLs), are in the child welfare system or live in temporary
housing. A complete list of schools and their priorities is below.



DIA Eligibility and Chances of Receiving an Offer

o New this year! When families log into the
application and click Get Started, they will be
asked to consent to their information being 
used to provide a personalized directory
that will help families understand their chances 
of receiving an offer.

o

o

Answering yes to this question will also
affect the student being correctly calculated
for DIA priorities, otherwise they will not be
considered for DIA seats.

NOTE: The directory will look different this
year, and having a MySchools Account and
being connected is the best way to view and
consider programs to add to their
application.



Random Number

23

In the family portal, once a
family selects “Get Started” on 
the dashboard, answers the DIA
consent question and then clicks on
“Looks Good" at the bottom of the
student profile page, the random
number will be visible



Multiples Priority

What are
level
-
-

? twins, triplets, etc applying to the same grade Multiples

There is no sibling priority in High School Admissions

Families with students that are the participating in the same admissions process and
have the same parent/guardian connected to their MySchools account may choose to
submit identical applications for all students so they have the same random number*

•Parent/guardian will only need to add choices to one application
•Before submitting the application, they will be asked in MySchools if 

they want to add the same application choices to the other child's (or

children's)  application.
•Students will be matched to the first random number that was 

generated.



Multiples Priority

*Based on the application submitted, students may not end up with the same offer. Characteristics that affect this
possibility (based on admissions methods of programs on the application) are: if the students are not in the same seat

group (GE vs SWD), have different Ed Opt categories, are in different screened admissions groups, or submit an
assessment or audition and only one of them ranks high enough.



NYC High School Admissions

High School Application

Admissions Methods

Chances of Receiving an offer

Diversity in Admissions



Audition Ed. Opt. Open Language 
Criteria

Screened
Screened

with 
Assessments

Test
(SHSAT)

Transfer Zoned

Admissions Methods



Programs that do not rank Applicants 
(Education Option, Screened, Open, and Zoned)



What To Do

High schools will score submitted audition materials. 
Students are then admitted in descending order of the audition score.
ONLY LaGuardia High School considers a student’s academic record. 

1. Audition.
schools.nyc.gov/HSAuditions

2. Learn How to Apply 
To apply to any audition programs (except LaGuardia High School programs), list them on

your application.

To apply to LaGuardia High School programs, submit a LaGuardia application. Do not list

LaGuardia programs on your high school application.
3.Submit audition materials

To apply to any audition programs (except LaGuardia High School programs), list them on

your application. Be sure to check that you are eligible to apply to specific audition

programs.

To apply to LaGuardia High School programs, submit a LaGuardia application. Do not list

LaGuardia programs on your high school application.

Audition
Admissions Methods

How Students are Considered for Offers



Educational Option (Ed. Opt.) Programs Creates
academic diversity among incoming students.

Offers

How to Apply

▪ List program on your application by the 
deadline

Based on academic records, students are
assigned a category (high, middle, low)
Offers are made to students in each category

Middle 
average
third of
students
citywide 

High

▪

▪

How Students are Considered for Offers

High Low Medium

top third
of

students
citywide

Low
bottom third 
of students 
citywide

Admissions Methods



Open and Zoned

Students are randomly selected based on
preference order as indicated on students' 

submitted application

If there are more applicants than available
seats, offers are made using students' pre-
determined random number which can be 

found in Myschools.

For Zoned programs: Students are considered 
for offers based on where they live, if a

student has a zoned high school, it will be 
listed in their Myschools profile



How To Apply

▪ List the program on your application
o Make sure to review the eligibility

criteria for the program before
applying 

How Students are Considered for Offers

▪ Applicants are considered for 
admissions based on the eligibility 
criteria of the program.
Offers are made in priority group order 
(if applicable).

▪

Language Criteria
Admissions Methods



How to Apply

How Students are Considered for Offers
Students are considered for offers to programs in
priority group order.Within priority group, screened
programs consider students on academics.
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-
grade-by-grade/high-school/screened-admissions

To apply to any screened programs, you simply
need to add the program to your application.

Screened Programs
Admissions Methods



Admissions Methods

Screened Programs w/ Assessments

How Students are Considered for Offers

To apply , you simply need to add the program to your application

Complete the program's required assessment.This could be an essay, or another school-created task.

Please note, some assessments may have deadlines that are different from the application.

High schools will score their own assessments.

A student's grades and their score for the assessment will be combined using a weighted average.

Students are then admitted in descending order of the combined, weighted average.

How to Apply 



New This Year: Offer Chances

MySchools now projects for each applicant if they have a low, medium, or
high chance of getting an offer to high school programs.

MySchools uses the following information about each applicant and each 
high school program to show the predicted chances of getting an offer:
•A program’s admissions priorities (for example, a borough priority)
•The number of seats at each program
•An applicant's screened admissions group and Ed. Opt. group
•An applicant’s random number
•Whether an applicant counts towards general education (GE) seats or 

students with disabilities (SWD) seats
41



When a high school applicant starts their application in MySchools they will
be able to see their predicted chance of getting an offer in two places: the
search page and the application builder.

A "high” icon showing three orange bars means that a student is expected to have
a high chance of receiving an offer to this program. Students have a 99% chance of
receiving an offer to a program that shows three bars.

A “medium” icon showing two orange bars means that the student is expected to 
have a medium chance of receiving an offer to this program. About half of students 
will receive an offer to a program that shows two bars.

A "low” icon showing just one orange bar means that the student is expected to
have a low chance of receiving an offer to this program. Students have a 1% chance of 
receiving an offer to a program that shows one bar.

42

Offer Chances



There are some programs where there is not enough information for
MySchools to show the chances of getting an offer.

An icon with three dots will show for these programs
•

•

•

•

•

Audition: students must submit an audition and are admitted based on their
audition score.
Screened with Assessment: students must complete an assessment, which
determines admission.
Language: Criteria: programs consider students’ English Proficiency and/or home
language after the application closes.
Transfer (for over-aged and under-credited students): students are ranked by the 
school based on a student’s grades, age, or credit accumulation after the 
application closes.
ASD / ACES / D75 inclusion: students must be deemed eligible to apply by 43

Offer Chances



Offer Chances in MySchools

44



Offer Chances in MySchools

45



NYC High School
Admissions

 
Specialized High Schools

SHSAT Registration and Testing



▪

1 audition SHS — apply to dance, instrumental music, fine arts, drama, technical theater, or 
vocal music by auditioning or submitting a portfolio.

Brooklyn

Manhattan

Manhattan

Staten Island

Bronx

Queens

▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

▪

▪

Staten Island Technical High School

Queens High School for the Sciences at York College

The Bronx High School of Science
High School of American Studies at Lehman College

The Brooklyn Latin School
Brooklyn Technical High School
Stuyvesant High School
High School for Mathematics, Science and Engineering at the City College of NY

Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School of Music & Art and Performing Arts (LaGuardia High
School 53

What are the Specialized High Schools (SHS)?
8 testing SHS — apply by taking the Specialized High Schools Admissions Test (SHSAT).



What is on the SHSAT?

54

• The SHSAT is a timed test: 180 minutes (no breaks)

For students with extended time accommodation: 360 minutes 
with two 15- minute breaks

• Two sections:

•
•

ELA section is 57 multiple choice questions.
Math section is 52 multiple choice questions and 5 “grid-in”
questions.

• Two sample tests are in the Specialized High Schools Admissions Test
(SHSAT) Practice Test for 2025 Admissions You can find more on the
DOE website



Step 1: Registration and Timeline

Registration opens on October 1, 2024

Registration deadline is October 18, 2024

Families can register at myschools.nyc.

During registration in MySchools, list the preference order for the 

up to 8 of the testing Specialized High Schools. Families/school staff will

be able to indicate and update this (by resubmitting) until the

registration  deadline.

Tutorial videos are online at schools.nyc.gov/SHS
55



 Registration and Accommodations

Students who already receive testing accommodations on their assessments

in school are entitled to testing accommodations on the SHSAT.This

includes:

Students with existing testing accommodations on their current IEP.

Students with an existing 504 Plan that includes testing

accommodations. 

Students who are English Language Learners (ELL), or eligible former

English Language Learners. 

58



Step 3: Registration and Accommodations

Below is an image of the Testing Accommodations message for

families.

59



Registration receipts and SHSAT Ticket

65



Registration receipts and SHSAT Ticket

66

SHSAT Test tickets will be available in MySchools after the registration

deadline.
Families and schools will be notified by email when test tickets are
available.We expect they will be available:

For students registered by Oct 18th, their tickets will be available Oct 
28th.
Tickets will show:

Test date, location, and arrival time.

Testing school preference order as indicated in MySchools.

Final approved testing accommodations.



NYC High School
Admissions

LaGuardia Application



LaGuardia High School Application

69

For LaGuardia HS, families apply in MySchools (myschools.nyc) 

Application deadline for LaGuardia High School and deadline to 
submit audition(s) is December 4. 
There are 6 programs at LaGuardia

LaGuardia considers a student's academic record in admissions. 



LaGuardia High School Application

72



Upload of Additional Materials

76

Deadline to submit ALL additional materials is Dec 4th for
families.



What do we mean when we say balanced application?

12 programs you want to attend 

Apply to some "high chance" programs 

Mix of admissions methods 

Consider all 3 pathways

Most important: Only apply to programs your student wants to attend

88



New this year! Additional Application Choices

89

A complete high school application lists twelve high school programs
This year, if there are additional programs students are interested
in, they may add them to their application as a thirteenth choice,
fourteenth choice, and so on.
There is no limit to how many programs students can list!
Please note: students DO NOT need to add additional programs, this
is only an option if helpful.



Preference Order of Programs

List programs in your true order of preference, starting with
your top choice.

91

High schools cannot see the order of programs on a student’s application.
Students are considered for offers in the order of the programs on their application.
If you don’t get into your first choice, then you are considered for the next choice.
It’s as though the next choice is your new first choice.



MySchools Events Calendar



NYC High School Admissions Video
Series

Watch Our Videos!
Videos on High School Admissions Videos on
Specialized High Schools Admissions Tutorial
Videos on How to Use MySchools Videos that
answer Frequently Asked Questions

schools.nyc.gov/HS | schools.nyc.gov/SHS


